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[ . 1 NTRODUCTI ON
A.  Background

On April 10, 1989, a decision record for environnmental assessnent
Number NM 066-89-18 was signed, to construct a parking |ot and
trail at Fort Stanton. The location falls within the un-surveyed
portion of the Fort Stanton MIlitary Reservation, New Mexico
Prime Meridian. The location of the area is in T9S., Range 15E.
4,900 feet fromthe intersection of U S. H ghway 380 and

i medi ately east of State H ghway 220 (previously known as State
H ghway 214)(see attached map). In 1997, the Fort Stanton Area
was designated the Fort Stanton Area of Critical Environnenta
Concern (ACEC) in the Roswell Approved Resource Managenent Pl an
Record of Decision (RW). The managenent goals of the ACECis to
protect the biological, archaeol ogical and scenic qualities of
Fort Stanton, while providing for quality recreation opportunity.

B. Purpose and Need For The Proposed Action

Recreation within the area has expanded to the point where a
confort station (toilet)and trash facilities would be needed to
facilitate the public recreating within the area. The confort
station would also facilitate sanitary facilities for visitors to
public | ands and along the Billy the Kid Scenic Byway. A ki osk
woul d be placed adjacent to the toilet to facilitate
interpretation for the 26,000 acre ACEC and the Billy the Kid
Sceni ¢ Byway. The fence around the parking lot will eventually be
repl aced with an approved recreation fence instead of the

exi sting barbed wire fence that is currently in place.

C. Conformance with Land Use Pl anni ng
The Proposed action is consistent with Bureau Policy and gui dance

as well as actions analyzed in the Roswell Approved Resource
Managenment Pl an and Record of Decision of Cctober 1997( RVP)

D. Relationship to Statutes, Regulations, or Qher Plans

O her pertinent statutes affecting the proposed action include:
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Federal Land Policy and Managenent Act (FLPMA) of October
21, 1976, as anended,

National Hi storic Preservation Act of 1966 (36 CFR 800);
Clean Air Act (CAA) as amended (42 U.S.C. 7401);

Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA), as anended (42 U.S.C. 300f);
Cean Water Act (CWA) of 1977 (33 U. S. C)1251;

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) of 1976, as
anended (42 U.S.C. 6901);

1. PROPOSED ACTI ON AND ALTERNATI VES

A Description of the Proposed Action

The Proposed Action is to construct a self-contained vault

toilet, that will be punped when necessary. Effluent will be
punped fromthe vault and trucked to a state approved di sposal
facility. Trash facilities will be sited next to the toilet and
will be animal proof. An interpretive kiosk wll be constructed
and placed in the vicinity of the toilet. The interpretive ki osk
will interpret the ACEC, the trail systemand the Billy the Kid
Sceni ¢ Byway. The facilities would be placed on the north east
portion of the parking |ot adjacent to the gravel ed portion of
the parking lot. Concrete wal kways with a pitch | ess than one
foot in twenty feet and 60 inches wide would facilitate access to
the facilities. Al facilities would be constructed to accessible
standards under the Anerican with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990
as anended. The existing barbed wire fence surrounding the
parking lot will be replaced with a approved recreation fence.

B. Alternatives To The Proposed Action

1. Alternative 1 (No Action Alternative): The No Action
alternative would be to not allow the facilities to be
constructed and not repl ace the fence.

['11. DESCRIPTI ON OF THE AFFECTED ENVI RONMENT
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A. CGeneral Setting

The Fort Stanton ACEC is conprised of approximtely 26,000 acres
of public lands. Approximtely 24,000 acres are controlled by
t he Bureau of Land Managenent and approxinmately 2,000 acres is
managed by the State of New Mexico. State owned historic Fort
Stanton exist within the mddle of the property. Billy the Kid
Sceni ¢ Byway uses U.S. H ghway 380 and State hi ghway 220 as part
of the scenic byway. The existing horse trails parking |ot has
been in place since 1989 and is maintai ned on an annual basis.

B. Affected Resources/Critical Elenents

The following critical elenents have been evaluated and are

ei ther not present or are not affected by the Proposed Action or
the alternative in this assessnment: Air Quality, Farmland - Prine
or Unique, Flood Plains, Native American Religious Concerns,

WAst es- Hazardous or Solid, Wetlands/Ri parian Zone, WIld and
Scenic Rivers, W/l derness, Threatened and Endangered Species, and
Water Quality - (Drinking/Gound). Lowincome or Mnority

popul ations or communities will not be affected by the proposed
action.
1. CGeol ogy

Ceol ogic formations occurring within the area are
sandst one/ | i nestone San Andres formation with occasi onal
i gneous di kes conprised of seven Tertiary rocks types.

2. Soil's
Soi|l types present at the site are Cunulic Haplustolls,
Decon Loam Hightower-O o G ande conpl ex and Manzano.

3. Topogr aphy
The topography of the parking lot is level with a slight
slope to the east. Trails leading fromthe parking lot are
over rolling country.

4. Water Quality
The Proposed Action area forns part of a region-w de
wat er shed pattern of upland foothills that contribute runoff
to the Ro Bonito. The Parking lot itself has a gravel
surf ace.

5. Climte
Tenperatures vary froman average of 90 degrees F in the
sumer to 20 degrees F in the winter nonths. Precipitation
averages 16.1 inches annually. The area is considered sem
arid as the evaporation exceeds the precipitation.
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6.

10.

11.

12.

Widlife

Wl dlife species inhabiting the area include nmule deer, elk,
coyote, pronghorn antel ope, rabbit, racon, skunk, bobcat,
occasi onal cougars, bears, and various snmall rodents and
reptiles. Comon bird species observed include raptors,
killdeer, mallard, bufflehead, nourning dove, scaled quail,
and sparrows.

W | der ness
There is no designated w | derness or WI derness study areas
wi thin the area.

Li vest ock

Li vestock have not grazed Fort Stanton ACEC in six years.
Grazing, Livestock such as cows will be excluded fromthe
interior of the parking |lot by the exterior fence.

Recreati on.

The facilities within the parking ot wll add to the
visitor enjoynent of the area and will fulfill the health
and safety requirenents of this portion of the area.

Veget at i on.

There will be mnimal change in the vegetation around the
parking lot. Mniml Vegetation will be lost at the
facilities because of the foot print of the facility and the
areas covered by concrete sidewal ks.

Kar st .

Al though the area is in a high karst environnent, no known
caves reside within the parking |ot area. There are no
significant caves with the area of Proposed Action.

Nonnati ve/ |l nvasi ve Speci es.

Two speci es of Noxi ous weeds are known to occur within five
m | es of the proposed area. They are nusk thistle (Carduus
nutans) and dal mati an) toadflax (Linaria genistifolia ssp.
dal matica). O her known noxious weeds in the Fort Stanton
area are teasel and poison hem ock; however these are
generally associated with riparian areas. Musk thistle is
spread by seed and is a biennial. It spreads rapidly,
form ng extrenely dense stands which crowd out desirable
forage vegetation. Dal mation toadflax is a perenni al
spreadi ng by seed and underground root stalks. It is
aggressive and crowds out other desirable native vegetation.
An extensive and deep root systemalong with a waxy | eaf
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13.

14.

A

make this plant difficult to control. Vehicles will carry
sonme noxi ous weeds into the parking |lot. Because of the new
facilities and the nunber of events using the parking | ot,
some weeds will be killed by the traffic within the parking

| ot. An approved herbicide will be used to spot kill weeds
within and on the sides of the parking |ot. Herbicides wll
be applied as per the restrictions or specifications
outlined in appendix 9, Treating vegetation w th herbicides,
Roswel | RWP 1997.

Thr eat ened and Endangered Speci es
The area has been previously inventoried for T&E Speci es
under the environnmental assessnent nentioned above.

Cul tural Resources

The area has been previously inventoried for cultural
Resources under the environnental assessnent nentioned
above.

I V. ENVI RONMENTAL | MPACTS

| mpacts O The Proposed Action

Following are critical elenents and other resources that nay be
i npacted by the Proposed Action.

Critical Elenents

1.

Cul tural Resources

During the excavation for the vault toilet the area wll be
nonitored for cultural resources. |If cultural resources are
found during the excavation the operator will stop

i mmedi ately and contact the BLM Roswell Field Ofice

Ar chaeol ogi st.

Thr eat ened and Endangered Speci es
The parking | ot has been inventoried previously and no T&E
Speci es have been found.

Water Quality

Qbservations conducted within the Proposed Action area show
no dramatic erosion and arroyos do not appear to be
unusual |y full of sedinent. The gravel surface of the

par ki ng and the concrete sidewal ks should | essen the silt

| oad to the surroundi ng environnent.

OTHER KNOWN RESCQURCES
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1. Kar st
No Karst or Cave Resources are located in the proposed
action area.

2. Soil's
Soils will not be affected by the proposed action.

3. Veget ati on
An area 25 X 25" will be disturbed and vegetation will be
removed by the action of digging the pit for the vault
toilet. The top soil around the disturbed area will not be
ef fected. Sone vegetation will be crushed or obliterated by
the action of the equi pment excavating the hole for the
vault and placing the toilet, Kiosk and sidewal ks in place.
The vegetation should regrow wthin one year’s grow ng
season.

4. Noxi ous and | nvasi ve Speci es
Vehi cl es which are carrying a seed source are a nmjor
transportati on of noxious weed seeds. Because of the heavy
use within the parking lot, weeds will be killed by the
action of vehicle using the parking lot for recreation and
during events. Because vehicles wll remain on the parking
| ot, the noxious and invasive species should be easily
control |l ed by spraying the weeds when they gem nate with an
approved herbi ci de.

B. | MPACTS OF ALTERNATI VES
Rel ocate the Proposed Action

Rel ocating the facilities to another part of the parking | ot
woul d be consi dered. However the proposed |ocation for the
facilities in the north east portion of the parking lot wll

| essen the visual inpact of the facilities. The prevailing w nd
is fromthe south and any snell generated fromthe toilet wll
drift north and not over the parking |ot.

No Action Alternative

This alternative denies the Proposed Action. This alternative
wWill result in no new environnental inpacts. However, a No
Action alternative may reduce BLM s recreation managenent efforts
within the ACEC. Further, the Proposed Action will add to the
health and safety of the area by providing a toilet facility,
trash facility and interpretive kiosk for the visiting public
using Fort Stanton and the Billy the Kid Sceni c Byway.
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C. M TI GATI ON MEASURES

The surface disturbance to the lands within the parking ot w |
be m nimal and should naturally reclaimw thin one years grow ng
season.

CRI TI CAL ELEMENTS

CULTURAL RESOURCES

To prevent possible negative inpacts, or |oss of cultural

resources, the pit dug for the vault toilet will be nonitored
during construction to determne if any cultural resources are
present. In the event that cultural resources are discovered

during the excavation, the Bureau of Land Managenent Roswel |
Field Ofice archaeologist will be notified i medi ately.

D. RESI DUAL | MPACTS

There will be little or no residual inpacts fromthe Proposed
Acti on.

E. CUMULATI VE | MPACTS

Popul ation increases and recreati on demand i ncreases are
considered the primary nultipliers of cumul ative resource
degradation effects for the future. There will be positive
effects resulting fromhealth and safety issues of providing a
toilet for visitor use wwthin the area.

I ncrease in regional metropolitan popul ations and col |l ateral
recreation demands may al so i npact Fort Stanton’ s natural
Cultural, and recreational resources. Qher southwest recreation
sites, areas, parks and facilities have experienced a general
increase in resource degradation within the past fifteen years.
The trend is expected to continue as the public becones nore
aware of the value of public lands to the nation.

V. CONSULTATI ON AND COORDI NATI ON

PERSONS CONSULTED

Dan Baggao, W I dlife Biologist

Hel en M Il er, Rangel and Managenent Speci ali st
Howar d Parman, Pubic Affairs Speciali st

I rene Sal as, Realty Speciali st
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Lester Babyak, Petrol eum Engi neer

Jerry Dutchover, Geol ogi st

Pat Fl anary, Archaeol ogi st

Ji m Desnond, Fire Management O ficer

Jerry Ballard, Qutdoor Recreation Planner

Ti m Kreager, Assistant Field Manager, Resources
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VI . DECI SI ON RECORD/ FI NDI NG OF NO SI GNI FI CANT

| MPACT
DECI SI ON DOCUMENT EA# NM 060-2001- 0079

| reconmend that the Proposed Action, be approved as proposed.
have determ ned that the Proposed Action, with the mtigation
nmeasures described in this EA, will not have any significant

i npacts on the natural and human environnent and that an

envi ronnment al inpact statenment is not required.

Authority of this action is the National Environmental Policy Act
of 1969 (42 U. S.C. 4321, es seq.), as anended.

RATI ONALE FOR DECI SI ON

The Proposed Acton would not result in any undue or unnecessary
envi ronnment al degradation. The Horse Trails Parking Lot was
constructed in 1989 and has been continually used since that

time. The addition of a toilet facility, trash facility, and
interpretive kiosk will add to the visitors enjoynent of the area
and inprove sanitation conditions to the general area. The
proposal is consistent with the Roswell Field Ofice Resource
Managenment Pl an of 1997 and environnental Assessnent, NM 066-89-
18 for the Horse Trails Parking lot and trails dated 4/10/1989.

si gned by 4/ 11/ 01
Timot hy R Kreager Dat e
Assi stant Fi el d Manager Resources
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